
Health and Safety – Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Will students be expected to wear a face covering at all times or just during 

transitions (hallways, getting on/off the bus, etc.)? 

A: At this time, students will be required to wear a face covering at all times 

throughout the day, including while on the bus and at their desk, except when

eating or drinking. 

Q: What is an acceptable face covering? 

A: A face covering is a cloth, reusable face covering/mask or a disposable face 

covering. Face shields are not an acceptable substitute for face coverings at this 

time.  

Q: Will face coverings be provided to all students? 

A: Yes, all students will receive 2 cloth, reusable face coverings. 

Q: What if my student can’t wear a face covering due to their age or 

developmental needs? 

A: All students are expected to wear a face covering, but students who are unable 

to do so will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.  

Q: What if my student has a medical reason that they cannot wear a face 

covering? 

A: Parents of students who cannot wear a face covering due to a valid medical 

concern should speak to their Principal and/or their School Nurse. Documentation 

from a healthcare provider will be required. 
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Q: What can I do to help my student prepare to wear a face covering in school? 

A: Parents are encouraged to practice masking with their student at home and

when out in public prior to the start of the school year to help students get more 

comfortable wearing a face covering and build up their tolerance for longer 

periods of time.  

Q: How will classrooms be spaced to allow for social distancing? 

A: Classrooms will be re-arranged to maintain a safe distance between students

when seated to the fullest extent possible. In a hybrid model, class sizes will be 

reduced to allow for distancing between students when seated. 

Q: How will social distancing be handled on buses? 

A: In a hybrid model, bus capacity will be reduced to allow for social distancing to

the fullest extent possible when students are seated on the bus. Students will 

have assigned seats on the bus. 

Q: What happens if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19? 

A: The District will work with DHEC on a case-by-case basis to determine any

action needed after any reported case, including, but not limited to, any 

notifications of parents/students and staff or any quarantine of impacted 

individuals.   

Q: If a student or staff member in my child’s class tests positive, will my child 

need to quarantine? 

A: Each individual situation is handled on a case-by-case basis in conjunction with

DHEC. DHEC will determine who needs to quarantine based on level of contact 

with the positive individual. Not all individuals will need to quarantine.  
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Q: If my student or someone in our household tests positive for COVID-19, who 

should I report that to? 

A: Students who test positive for COVID-19 or have exposure to someone who is 
positive for the virus, such as someone in their household, should be reported to 

their School Nurse as soon as possible. Students who are sick with symptoms of 

COVID-19 or awaiting testing for the virus should not report to school.  

Q: What metrics are being used to determine low, medium, and high disease 

level activity?  

A: DHEC provides county-level data about disease transmission to support 
decision making at the local level. We review the data they provide on a regular 

basis to determine our current risk level. 

Q: Will I still be allowed to visit my child’s school? 

A: Visitors will still be allowed at all schools, but an appointment will be required. 
All visitors will be required to wear a face covering and will undergo a 

temperature screening prior to entry.  

Q: How often is DD2 updated on what the risk status is for our area by DHEC to 
determine what stage of the hybrid model we will be in for school this year?

A: At this time, DHEC releases a new report of Recent Disease Activity by County 
each Monday. The report contains data compiled related to the prior 2 week 
period for each county in South Carolina and is a three metric system. The report 
is available to the public on the DHEC website. 

Please note: This information is based on requirements at this time in accordance 

with guidelines from DHEC and the CDC.  We will continue to monitor these 

recommendations and the level of disease activity to determine appropriate 

requirements for students as we move forward and hopefully, as conditions 

improve.  


